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sincerity which some people were apt to doubt was unquestionable.     While   the  campaign  lasted  lie  believed  in  it intensely and for that matter continues so to do.    It was one of his sentimental incursions into public affairs prompted by his conscience.     It was the emulation of Cecil Rhodes without  the realisation that Rhodes*  chief aim had been the Empire and that wealth had come almost fortuitously to his assistance.    With Lord Beaverbrook his first thought had to be for his newspaper public, and his dream of Empire was  subservient.     The English people have always fallen easily before unity of purpose, and its absence is the underlying cause in the modern lament for leadership.    Unbiassed statesmanship cannot easily be combined with any vested interest except possibly that of land-owning or such similar basic  interest.     The   statesman is  in  a stronger  position who, for good or for ill, suffers for the consequences of hfe own   actions.      Lord   Beaverbrook   was   always   prone   to desert his battles at the moment of victory.    He abandoned his campaign for larger railway trucks when it had almost succeeded,  because his public  were  growing tired of the controversy.    If people could have seen the Daily Express going down-hill, and degenerating into a Tariff pamphlet, they would have believed in the cause of Empire Trade. That impression was not created.    It would have demanded too great a sacrifice, but one that was necessary if Lx>rd Beaverbrook   aspired   to   a   political   overlordship   of   the Empire.
The real criticism of the Empire Crusade was its superficiality. At the same time the Conservative accusation that '"freer trade" was possible but not "free trade" was hardly convincing* Nobody had believed that an Imperial Zollverein was possible, but a democracy had to be asked for the whole, if it was to yield to the half. Ix>rd Beaver-brook's appeal was more genuine in the circumstances than the rather spurious honesty of the Conservative Party. What the Crusaders did not see was that they were tedding a problem that went deeper than mere economic Imperialism.